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ARTICLE 1: PRINCIPLES

1. World Karate Federation (WKF) condemns the use of prohibited substances or methods and related doping violations, a practice generally known as doping, in sport. The use of such substances or methods is contrary to the ethics of sport and potentially harmful to the health of persons involved in sport. The purpose of these rules is to protect the rights and health of the participants in sport and protect the values of fair play in sport.

2. Doping is strictly forbidden as a violation of WKF Anti-Doping Rules (Rules).  

3. All WKF National Federations (NFs) must comply with these Rules. The rules and regulations of NFs must follow these rules as closely as possible. These Rules must be directly applicable to all representatives of NFs in all international, continental and national Championships and competitions, and out of competition testing. Each NF of  WKF must:

a) conduct reasonable doping control testing following these Rules at that NF’s Championships or any international competition within its jurisdiction; and

b) allow WKF to conduct announced and/or unannounced in competition and/or out of competition testing on any competitor under that NF’s jurisdiction; and

c) report all doping control results to WKF, Articles 9 and 12; and

d) provide Athlete and Training Notification, Article 6, p. 5.

4. All athletes must be obliged to undergo doping control (urine analyses, blood tests and other authorized techniques for detecting prohibited substances or methods) carried out by WKF in competition, out of competition, announced or unannounced. The athlete must be obliged to undergo doping control whenever requested by an authorized official.

5. Any departure from the procedures set out in these Rules shall not automatically invalidate the finding of the presence of a prohibited substance in a sample or the use of a prohibited method, unless such departure was such as to cast a real doubt on the reliability of such a finding.

ARTICLE 2: ANTI-DOPING RULE VIOLATIONS

1. Under these Rules doping is illegal and the following constitute anti-doping rule violations:

a) The presence of a Prohibited Substance or its Metabolites or Markers in an Athlete´s bodily specimen;

b) Use or attempted use of a prohibited substance or a prohibited method;

c) Failing or refusing to submit to sample collection after notification as authorized in these Rules or otherwise evading sample collection;

d) Violation of applicable requirements regarding Athlete availability for Out-of-Competition testing including missing tests and failure to provide required whereabouts information;

e) Tampering, or attempting to tamper, with any part of the process of sample collection or sample analysis;

f) Possession of prohibited substances

· possession by an athlete at any time or place of a substance that is prohibited in Out-of-Competition testing unless the possession is pursuant to a therapeutic use exemption granted in accordance with Article 3, p. 3 and 4.

· possession of such substance by athlete support personnel in connection with an athlete, competition or training, unless that person can establish that the possession is pursuant to a therapeutic use exemption granted in accordance with Article 3, p. 3 and 4 or other acceptable justification for such possession

g) Trafficking in any prohibited substance.

h) Administration or attempted administration of a prohibited substance or prohibited method to any athlete, or assisting, encouraging, aiding, abetting, covering up or any other type of complicity involving an anti-doping rule violation or any attempted violation.

2. The success or failure of the use of a prohibited substance or prohibited method is not material. It is sufficient that the said substance or method was used or attempted for the offence to be considered as committed. Competitors are expected to undertake not to use prohibited substances or prohibited methods, even if they consider that neither the sporting outcome nor their health will be influenced. 

3. It is competitor’s duty to ensure that no prohibited substance enters or comes to be present in his/her body tissues or fluids. Competitors are responsible for any substance detected in samples given by them.

Warning: Competitors must refrain from using any substance, foodstuff or drink of which they do not know the composition. It must be emphasized that the composition indicated on a product is not always complete. The product may contain substances not listed in the composition.

ARTICLE 3: PROHIBITED SUBSTANCES AND METHODS

1. Prohibited substances and prohibited methods are the substances and methods included in the International Olympic Committee List of Prohibited Classes of Substances and Methods as amended from time to time. WKF will follow the decisions taken by International Olympic Committee concerning World Anti Doping Code.

2. Out of competition testing is directed solely at prohibited substances in class I.C (Anabolic Agents), I.D (Diuretics), I.E (Peptide Hormones, Mimetics and Analogues) and II (Prohibited Methods).

3. No substance belonging to a prohibited class or method may be used for medical treatment, except where specified otherwise: in such a case the burden of proof of medical treatment and use for the needs of such treatment shall lie with the competitor. It must be proved that such medical justification existed and that the use of the substance or method occurred to this end and prior to the test. It must likewise be established that the documents raised in evidence predate the test, the date mentioned on the documents not constituting proof.

4. A competitor who is obliged to undergo medical treatment requiring the use of substances or methods which are forbidden at an out of competition test must inform WKF Anti-Doping Commission (WKF ADC) of the fact and submit such justification as it may require and indicate the period during which the use of the substance or method in question may be detected during an doping control test. Should an out of competition test during this period give a positive result, the competitor shall not be penalized if the conditions above have been fulfilled. 

ARTICLE 4: RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONDUCTING DOPING CONTROL IN COMPETITONS 

1. WKF is entitled to carry out doping control in competition on any competitor affiliated to a NF. 

2. WKF may designate any governmental agency or any other third party that is deemed suitable by WKF to collect samples in accordance with these Rules.

3. The NF that is responsible for organizing WKF event, is also responsible for practical aspects of the organization of the doping control tests. It must insure that all staff and all infrastructures and equipment is available so that doping control tests can be carried out in accordance with these Rules. The local anti-doping staff must be qualified according to the National standards and there must be enough qualified personnel to take care of the testing properly.

4. In the event of negligence in the practical organization of doping control tests during WKF event the NF of the organizer shall be liable to a fine not exceeding US$ 1000 (Article 15, p. 4). The fine may be multiplied by the number of days for which the negligence continues.

5. The WKF ADC and local anti-doping staff will form the anti-doping Team for the Championships. The WKF ADC will appoint an anti-doping Supervisor for each Championships. The Supervisor shall supervise the local anti-doping staff and report to Anti-Doping Commission immediately of any violations to these Rules.

6. At all other events (except where doping control is carried out under the rules of another sporting body), the NF conducting the controls or in whose territory an event is held shall be responsible for conducting doping control. The NF must apply WKF procedures unless the legislation of the country in question requires otherwise.

7. The WKF Directing Committee (WKF DC) may impose a sanction to a NF that does not apply procedures in accordance with these Rules. 

ARTICLE 5: DOPING CONTROL TEST PROCEDURES

1. Selection of competitors to be tested at WKF events shall be decided by the WKF ADC. All participating competitors shall be considered. Selection must be made before the start of each category. The Doping Control Supervisor, appointed by WKF, will supervise the selection, hereafter referred to as the Supervisor.

2. Immediately after the competition or after the determination of the final results, the competitor selected for doping control must be handed a doping control Test Notification by a Doping Control Escort appointed by the anti-doping Team, hereafter referred to as the Escort. The competitor must sign to confirm receipt of the Test Notification and retain a copy. The time of signing must be recorded on the Test Notification. The competitor must stay in view of the Escort until reporting to the doping control station. 

3. If a competitor refuses to sign the notification, the Escort must immediately report this to the Supervisor who must make every effort to inform the competitor of his obligation to undergo doping control. If the competitor fails or refuses to sign this notice or fails to report to doping control within one hour of acknowledging the notice he/she must be deemed to have refused to submit to doping control (exception: see Article 5, p. 4.). Even if the competitor indicates reluctance to report to the doping control station, the Escort must keep the competitor in view until there is no question that the competitor has refused to submit to doping control. 

4. The competitor must appear in the doping control station within sixty (60) minutes after having been notified. However, if the competitor has another closely following event, he may, on request to the appointed Supervisor, delay his/her arrival to the doping control station until sixty (60) minutes after completion of his/her final event. If a competitor refuses doping control, this must be recorded and the WKF ADC must be notified. 

5. The competitor shall be entitled to be accompanied to the doping control station by an event-accredited representative from his/her NF. 

6. The competitor must show his/her accreditation card to proof his/her identification. The competitor's time of arrival at the doping control station must be recorded on the doping protocol. 

7. If a competitor has to leave the doping control station for any justifiable reason, he may do so only under the constant supervision of an Escort.

8. Only the following persons may be present in the doping control station:

a) Supervisor

b) Staff assigned to the station

c) Authorized interpreters

d) The competitors selected for doping control and their respective accredited representative

e) Members of WKF DC and WKF ADC

f) Other people only with the permission of the Supervisor

g) WADA Independent Observer

The news media shall not be admitted to the doping control station. The doors of the station must not be left open. No photography shall be permitted in the Doping Control Station during the hours of operation.

9. In competition testing may happen any time during a competition or tournament and when the competition lasts more than one day a competitor is obliged to undergo doping control any time during any of the competition days whenever requested by an authorized official.

ARTICLE 6: UNANNOUNCED TESTING BY WKF 

1. Unannounced doping control may be conducted by WKF at any time, including at the time or location of any competition in every NF. Preferably it shall be carried out without any advance notice to the competitor or his/her NF. Every competitor affiliated to any WKF NF is obliged to undergo unannounced doping control decided by WKF. 

2. It is the duty of every NF to assist WKF and, if appropriate other NFs in the carrying out of unannounced testing. Any NF preventing, hindering or otherwise obstructing the carrying out of such testing shall be liable to a fine not exceeding US$ 5000 (Article 15, p. 4) and responsible for any unsuccessful attempt of testing. In case such behavior happens more than once disciplinary actions must be taken against the NF.

3. WKF shall keep a register of competitors who are being subject to unannounced doping control. NFs have the obligation to submit the names, addresses and telephone numbers of all following competitors:

· belonging to the national teams (cadets, juniors, seniors etc.)

4. WKF shall keep a register of training dates and venues of the national teams of the NFs to enable to conduct unannounced doping control. NFs have the obligation to submit the dates and venues of all training sessions of the national teams, including regular training sessions and camps for the whole teams or parts of the teams.

5. All NFs have the obligation to provide in writing an Athlete and Training Notification to WKF secretariat office every year within the month of July. The Notification must be sent by post and the President must sign it. The notification must include all information as stated in paragraphs 3 and 4. NF has the obligation to inform of all changes. 

6. If the competitor cannot be found for unannounced testing due to incorrect or insufficient information provided to WKF, the NF to which the competitor is affiliated to, is obliged to pay all expenses for the unsuccessful attempt of testing. NF that fails to submit Athlete and Training Notification to WKF within the month of July shall be liable to a fine not exceeding US$ 100 (Article 15, p. 4) for every week that exceeds July 31.

7. If WKF attempts to conduct unannounced testing but is twice unable to locate a competitor at the address or location provided to WKF for such purposes, WKF must send notice regarding the situation to both the competitor and his/her NF, requesting more detailed information as to the competitor's schedule. If the competitor cannot be located thereafter for a doping control test during a period up to six (6) months from the first date the competitor was unable to be located, the competitor is considered to have failed to submit to doping control in accordance with Article 2.

 ARTICLE 7: SAMPLE TAKING PROCEDURE IN COMPETITON

1. Each competitor asked to provide a sample must also provide information on a Test Form. If the competitor has any comments to make on the testing procedure he/she must note them on the Test Form or have them written down on his/her behalf by the anti-doping staff. The form must also provide the names of the people present at the Doping Control Station involved with the obtaining of the sample. 

2. Test method procedures that are recommended in the IOC Olympic Movement Anti-Doping Code will be followed.

3. The competitor shall randomly select a secure collection vessel from a number of such vessels, visually check that it is empty and clean, and proceed to provide a minimum of 75 ml of urine under the direct supervision of, and within the view of, a doping control officer, who shall be of the same gender as the competitor. To ensure authenticity of the sample, the doping control officer may require such disrobing as is necessary to confirm the urine has been produced by the competitor. No one other than the competitor and doping control officer shall be present when the urine is collected.

4. The competitor must remain in the doping control station until he/she has fulfilled the duty to pass an adequate quantity of urine. If the competitor is unable to provide the required amount, the urine which is collected, must be sealed in a container and the seal shall be broken when the competitor is ready to provide more urine. The competitor must retain custody of the sealed container while waiting to provide more urine. When the competitor has provided at least 75 ml of urine, he or she shall randomly select from a number of such secure kits a urine control kit, containing two containers for samples (A and B). The competitor shall check to be sure that the containers are empty and clean.

5. The competitor, or his representative, shall pour approximately two-thirds of the urine from the collection vessel into the A container and one-third into the B container. A few drops of urine should remain in the collection vessel for the measurement of acidity (PH) and specific gravity (SG). The competitor shall then close both bottles and verify that no leakage can occur. The competitor must also verify that both containers have the same number code. The doping control officer may, with permission of the competitor, assist the competitor with the procedures outlined in this paragraph. The ultimate sealing process can be achieved either by a self-locking cap (eg. "Berlinger" kit) or by placing each closed, bottle into a separate tamper-proof container (e.g. "Versapak" / "Envopak" kit). The competitor must also verify at each step in the procedure that each bottle / container has the same code.

Comment: If the PH and SG are found not to be suitable for analysis a second sample is provided by the athlete. Both samples are sent to the laboratory. A maximum of two (2) samples are to be taken.
6. The accumulation of samples may take place over several sessions of competition before dispatch to the laboratory. During this time, the samples must be kept under strict security. Before dispatching, all samples should be packed in such a way as to guarantee safe transportation to the laboratory. If there is prolonged delay in dispatching the samples to the laboratory, storage in a cool, secure place may be necessary. The NF organizing the competition is responsible for the secure transport of the containers as soon as possible after doping control. 

ARTICLE 8: SAMPLE TAKING PROCEDURE OUT OF COMPETITION

1. When a competitor has been selected for unannounced doping control, the doping control officer may either make an appointment to meet the competitor or the doping control officer may arrive unannounced at the competitor's training camp, accommodation or any other place where the competitor is likely to be found. In either case, the doping control officer must show proof of identity and provide a copy of his/her letter of appointment from WKF. The doping control officer must also require proof of identity of the competitor. The actual collection of the sample and the whole procedure must be in as much accordance with Article 7 as reasonably practicable. 

2. Arrangements for collection of the sample must be made as soon as possible after the appointment with the competitor has been made. It is the competitor's responsibility to check the arranged date, time and precise location of the meeting.

3. Where a doping control officer arrives unannounced he must give the competitor reasonable time to complete any reasonable activity in which he is engaged under the observation of the doping control officer, but testing should commence as soon as possible.

4. If the competitor refuses to provide a sample for doping control, the doping control officer must note this on the doping control form, sign his name to the form and ask the athlete to sign the form. The doping control officer must also note any other irregularities in the doping control process.

5. The nature of unannounced, out-of-competition, doping control makes it desirable that little or no prior warning is given to the competitor. Every effort will be made by the doping control officer to collect the sample speedily and efficiently with the minimum of interruption to the competitor's training, social or work arrangements. If there is an interruption, however, no competitor may take action to gain compensation for any inconvenience incurred.

Article 9: ANALYSIS OF SAMPLES
1. Analysis of all samples must be done in laboratories accredited by the International Olympic Committee and analysis procedures should be in accordance with ISO Guide 17025.

2. Should the analysis of the A sample indicate the presence of a prohibited substance or the use of a prohibited method, the NF that is responsible for the doping control according to Article 4, must send a notification informing of the positive result, to the competitor’s NF within three (3) working days. Notification must be confirmed by a receipt of a registered letter with proof of delivery. A Copy of the notification must be sent at the same time to WKF ADC. A copy of the test analysis report must be sent to the competitor’s NF and WKF ADC. It is the responsibility of the competitor’s NF to inform the competitor about the positive result as soon as reasonable possible.

3. The B sample will be analyzed, if such analysis is requested by the competitor’s NF, either on its own initiative or at the request of the competitor. The request for B-analysis must be made directly to the laboratory by the competitor’s NF. A copy of the request for a B-analysis must be sent to the WKF ADC at the same time. To be acceptable, the request for the B-analysis by the NF must be sent to the laboratory no more that five (5) working days after receipt of the registered letter sent to the NF of the competitor informing it of the positive result. The competitor’s NF is responsible for all expenses of the B-analysis. It is the responsibility of the competitor’s NF to inform the competitor about the positive result as soon as reasonable possible.

4. B samples must be analyzed in the same laboratory with alternate personnel or performed in another IOC accredited laboratory. The B sample must be tested to ascertain whether that sample discloses the presence of the same prohibited substance detected in the A sample or suggests the same prohibited method. 

5. The B-analysis may be attended by the competitor, an expert designated by him/her or by his/her NF, a representative of the competitor’s NF and a representative of the WKF. The parties involved shall make contact with each other to set the date for the B-analysis. The competitor or his/her NF may not demand that this B-analysis should take place later the ten (10) working days after the request specified in paragraph 3. Any problems resulting from this will be subject to the decision of the WKF ADC.

6. No party may claim their inability to attend for the B-analysis on the date set as a reason for invalidating the B-analysis. 

7. If the B sample proves negative, the entire test shall be considered negative and the competitor, his/her NF, and WKF ADC must be so informed. If the B sample confirms the result of A sample same procedure as in paragraph 2 must be followed in order to notify competitor’s NF.

ARTICLE 10: DISCIPLINARY MEASURES 

1. In case of doping, the guideline for giving a penalty is IOC Olympic Movement Anti-Doping Code but no penalty should be less than six (6) months, except in exceptional circumstances that justify a shorter penalty.  In case of suspension from any competition the suspension includes all competitions in WKF or in any of its NFs and also includes acting as a delegate, coach, leader, physician or other representative of WKF or a NF.  A ban on participation means any activity or function in WKF or in its NF.

2. Any case of doping during a competition automatically leads to invalidation of all results obtained (with all its consequences, including forfeit of any medals and prizes). Invalidation applies both individual and team competitions and automatically leads to invalidation of the whole team. 

3. Provisional suspension begins from the date the positive result (A-sample) was recorded or the notification according to Article 9, p. 2. was sent to competitor’s NF, whichever is the more earlier. The competitor must be provisionally suspended until the ruling is made. 

4. The penalty for an offence committed by competitor and detected on the occasion of out of competition test must be the same, and must take effect from the date the positive result (A-sample) was recorded or the notification according to Article 9, p. 2.  was sent to competitor’s NF, whichever is the more earlier.

5. To sanction a competitor in case of a doping offence is the responsibility of competitor’s NF. WKF Anti-Doping Rules must be followed (Articles 11and 12). 

ARTICLE 11: HEARING
1. The competitor’s NF shall call the competitor before it to hear his/her grounds and explanations. This summons must be sent within five (5) working days of the receipt of notification of positive A sample, or B- sample in case the request was made to analyze it (Article 9). The summons must be sent by registered letter accompanied by a copy of the test analysis report and other documents received by the NF. If these documents are missing, the competitor must notify the NF without delay. The summons must be sent at least ten (10) days before the hearing and a copy of the summons must be sent to the WKF ADC at the same time. The summons must indicate the date, time and venue for the hearing. The hearing must take place no later than fifteen (15) days after the Notification of positive A sample was received, or B sample in case its analysis was requested.

2. At the request of one of the parties to the case, or at their own request, the following shall also be heard: the organizer’s NF (Article 9.2), the laboratory which carried out the analysis, the Supervisor, witnesses and expert witnesses. It must at the same time notify the other parties and competent body.

3. The parties must provide each other with all statements and documents which they intend to submit, at the earliest opportunity. They must also send them to the WKF ADC at the same time. 

4. Each party must have right to be represented by a qualified lawyer or by a representative on presentation of authorization in writing. Each party and any witness and expert witness called must be heard. The competitor must have the right to speak last.

5. In the event that a party who has been convened should fail to appear, the case will be heard in that party’s absence. The decision shall be deemed to have been taken after due hearing of the parties.

6. The finding in a competitor's body tissue or fluids of a prohibited substance shall constitute an offence, regardless of whether the competitor can establish that he/she did not knowingly use the prohibited substance. 

ARTICLE 12: THE RULING
1. The ruling must be made within five (5) working days after the hearing.

2. The ruling must be dated and reasoned. It must, where appropriate, indicated the prohibited substances or methods for which the competitor has been declared positive. It must indicate the penalties imposed on the competitor. The ruling must note the identities of the parties called or heard in the hearing and must contain a brief summary of the procedure. The ruling must bear the names of the persons who took the decision and must be signed by them.

3. One full copy of the ruling must be sent to the competitor and the WKF ADC. These copies must be sent by registered post with proof of receipt within three (3) working days of the date of the ruling. 

4. If the procedure of hearing and ruling is conducted by some other competent national body than the NF of the competitor, the responsibility of supervising that these Rules are followed belongs to NF. NF must approve the ruling before sending it to WKF ADC. 

5. In case WKF ADC appeals (Article 13) the ruling made by the NF, the new ruling by WKF ADC and approval by WKF DC must be made within ten (10) working days from date specified in Article 12, p. 3. The  new ruling shall include the reason for overruling the decision taken by the NF. WKF shall send a copy of the new ruling, which overrules the one, made by the NF, to the competitor and the NF. These copies shall be sent by registered post with proof of receipt within three (3) working days of the date of the ruling.

6. In case the NF fails to fulfill it’s duty specified in Articles 11 and 12, WKD ADC has a right to execute actions described in these Rules and/or act according to Article 14, p. 2. Decision will be made by WKF DC.  

ARTICLE 13: APPEAL

1. WKF ADC has a right to appeal the ruling made by the NF. 

2. The ruling by the competitor’s NF shall not be subject to an appeal before another body (appeals board, tribunal, etc.) at national level, unless such an appeal is required by the legislation of the country in question or is directed against a decision which does not affect the basis of the case. The competitor and the NF must notify the WKF ADC immediately of the lodging of such an appeal. In these two cases the competitor may forgo this second body and take his/her appeal directly to the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS).

3. If in such case the WKF is unable to take an appeal to this second body, then it may take its appeal directly to the CAS.

4. The ruling by WKF is not subject to an appeal before any other body except CAS.

5. Any appeal to the CAS, however limited, shall as of right constitute a referral of the whole case to the CAS.

ARTICLE 14: DURATION OF THE PROCEEDINGS

1. The proceedings before competitor’s NF, meaning competent body in the NF or any other competent body acting on behalf of the NF, must be completed if reasonable possible within the time limit set in Articles 9, 11 and 12. If a second body at the national level required by law is involved, the deadline may be exceeded with a permission given by WKF ADC. NF is responsible for obtaining such a permission if it’s needed. 

2. In the event of persistent delays the WKF may bring the case directly before the CAS at the responsibility and at the expense of the NF. The case shall be handled in accordance with the CAS appeal procedure. There is not time limit for appeal.

 ARTICLE 15: COSTS AND FINES

1. Competitor’s NF is responsible for all expenses during the procedure described in these Rules.

2. Competitor’s NF shall be obliged to reimburse WKF for all costs (including laboratory fees and travel) related to a doping offence committed by a person affiliated to that NF. 

3. Except for costs and attorneys fees which may be awarded by CAS, WKF and its representatives shall not be liable to a competitor or NF for any cost, damage or other loss resulting from actions taken by WKF under these Rules.

4. All the decisions concerning the fines in Articles 4 and 6 will be made WKF DC based on the recommendation by WKF ADC.

ARTICLE 16: REPORTING

1. WKF shall publish at six (6) month intervals a report of all cases.

2. Any decision of a NF regarding a doping offence must be recognized by all NFs, which must take all necessary action to render such results effective. 

3. WKF may recognize the results of doping control carried out by a sporting body other than WKF or its NFs, or by a member of such sporting body, under rules and procedures different from those of WKF, so long as the testing was properly carried out and the rules of the body conducting these tests afford sufficient protection to competitors. Upon receiving a report from any source regarding such doping control, WKF ADC will study the case and if necessary make a new ruling, which will be approved WKF DC. The new ruling will be binding upon WKF and its Member, subject to appeal to CAS in accordance with Article 13.
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